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ar Kr. Green* tcir>: 


, r "L C T “ th f U " it,!<1 St »" s £ -»- Suitr.r’imd on Nsveabet 2. I 

cj ' di5t » r "« : “<■ ««»« r.fcrcncc. .to .rl.dd 

t ;« •^ ter ; *»“ m contained t. « ort.-ol. 

M ^ Wward Jay Epstein, which purports to l *c *■» crit'-u^ 

< r»2r rL; ::“ b r- 

.«?£ « 1 C fi ^ r ^-h a - i oL U ^ b ^ "° aSce ‘ C£in Hr * Epsteins sources of information, 
whir? -.-If' ", °: ChC ? “ ay Vcry wcl1 be - conglomeration of face nr.J 

s^L. fuss r.: -“r", : &*“•**. “f /““v-* *—*«• •*«*•... *. 

“*» «'■'»<-' f. in3r.di.nc. Sr i's SS J^r^'m-? ^’V^in*"’- “S'* 

ib £5™ 

k» A'cor ruin ed - b £ f° r f C and vlolcncc one honored dollars worth of 1 ravel eta 
r^«vlS! d JlS: ™' hcld in May 1964 and ‘^Ptcmbcr 1966. respectively. I was 
mev General C ° “ 1-f ximum ' tcrp! °* £cn years in custody of the 

and at fh* U - p: n ?f Cy MSUi T nC COnfir * c ' acnt — •**•« in the El Paso County 
cc th' U S m W a/ ? r Lcavcnwoi ‘ h . Kansas. Prior to each trial I was 

hiac -c C'-^-lSo^r " tCr ? r F,ldcral ? risoncrs, Springfield. Missouri, for a 
ia^n ^ Wy BUnta . 1 CO t ?flCenCy Co 8Cand trial * * th. time 
. -‘■ff "* in 1967 * 1 was ac t: ‘C aforesaid institution for a simila- 
l C*T* (or Isvfc r\ By VinS b6Cn r;!fcrrcd for P«ole. ‘I not seat to the 

- / treatment * nor <*« I receive any. On each occasion a 

Hirits a*Judic ; a“ xT T «“ itc * et > tall y competent. Also, before each trial on 
. , .. ^ C '■ a ■ , • 4 cc «rminaticn found me montally competent to stand trial And 

CO , Classify «*e U.S.%diLl Center for Fedor^ ’ 
*11 I t J n, ' lfc “* l0n / Cr the criminally insane.- as Mr. Epstein has done. 1 
add nac I have never in my life been certified insane by any medica’’ authority 

onflictinp lcgal*«nd^e5r d l B1Ca J% lly lncon?eten :- ln a ™urc of law. nbtvithstandin 
«d .£(oZ ..Sr f“« J«rrit°' “ “.■* “““ on chd d.r. .£ the 

' 



— • lor me rnui Circuit directed a 

udgoment of. nequj teal film qnsc due to the the «'»t-lcnc'- prune* - ■ 

/ the proKcrculioit and fol / inj; a routine delay I was rc(^ cd from custody or, 

[>rll 2‘J. Shortly thcrcaffcvi jl departed the United States ior Switzerland, ar.d, as 
»° enclosed copy of an Al> dispatch Indicates, I ended up in an East Ccnnan prison 
f ter having been arrested during a train trip* to West Berlin. I mention the latter 
imply to .how why I was not ijppriscd of the New Yorker article before now. 

Continuing with Mr. Epstein's references Co me: 1 hove never claimed that 1 bad 

irpcsely pot myself arrested [in order to provide myself with "an alibi" for my 
nvolvcmcnt in the assassination conspiracy." The only times that I have ever given 
/en a partial explanation’, for my conduct on the date of the alleged offense was in 
signed statement given to the' Federal Bureau of Investigation on January 6, 1964; 

: my first trial in May 1964; and in a handwritten testimony dated September 19, 1966, 
ich I had proposed to read at my second trial, bur which, instead, was giver, to a 
lativc for safpkeeping when -I was told that 1 would not be permitted ro tescify. 
garding the firsc instance, I shall leave it up to the FBI to disclose the contents 
•J' statement , if it so desires. The second instance is adduced to in the appelate 
urt opinion reversing my "first - conviction, namely, that "1 thought -it (my arrest! 
uld provide a solution however temporary or immediate jto a problem, chat I 
aside rod at the time to be an unbearable problem, with which I was confronted." 
the third instance 1 wrote, "The reason I did what 1 did in the bank three years 

0 was for the sole purpose of having myself arrested and detained temporarily bv 

dors l authorities." j * . 

X'have never stAted that I was involved in what Mr. Epstein so loosely refers 
as the assassination conspiracy," obviously alluding to Mr. Carrison's finding*. 

« closest that I ever came to Mr. Epstein's fancy was in the aforementioned har.d- 
itten testimony (written before >lr. Carrison initiated his investigation) in which 
stated: . I feci it pertinent to advise the Court that such testimony vilT 

:essarily link me, however obliquely, with a domestic-inspired, domes tic- formulated 

1 domestic-sponsored conspiracy to assassinate a Chief Executive of the United 

»tes *nd other highly-placed government officials. But I want it to be clearly 
ierstcod chat this link stemmed from my cognizance of the conspiracy rather than my 
rclclpation in it." *. v . 

- > • \ . ; • 

Regarding* Mr. Epstein's .next reference* " that his part in it, he said, had 

opto kill Oswald, who was the 'patsy.'" On June 6, 1967, 1 informed Mr. Martin, 
cisely as I had informed proper authority on September 13 or 17, 1963, that I had 
eived instructions to "take care of" Lee Oswald, chat is, to kill him, in Sept*: her 
3. I refused to elaborate on this matter to Mr. Martin. I gave substantially the 
‘® information to Mr. Garrison at New York on May 14, 1968, without elaboration. 

.ave never stated to anybody that 1 was instructed fo "shoot" Mr. Oswald or "that I 
instructed to kill him "after .the assassination," as Ramparts, the New Yorker and 

magazines have either claimed or indicatec at one time or another. 

Regarding Mr, Epstein's next reference, to brain damage that I allegedly sustained 
an airplane crash "in 1957": On November 28, 1954, I survived the crash of a 3-25 

ber near Friendship International Airport, Baltimore, Maryland. I was hospitalized 
a concussion and -other injuries at Bolling Air Force Base and at Walter Reed Army 
pital. Subsequent to «y recovery several months later I appeared before a Medical 
rd and was returned to full military -duty , which, at the time, was a countcY- 
olligence assignment. 'Further, in September 1955 I was granted a' final-type sccurit; 
a ranee of Top Secret after a thorough investigation which included both a physical 
psychiatric examination and n perusal of my medical records. I shall stand by the 
lowing excerpt taken from a Report of Psychiatric Examination doted June 17, 19:6, 
.icd by Joseph F. Aldetvte, K.D., Chief, Neuropsyehlotric Service, U.S. Medical 



Center ter Feiloral_Prisoncr: (which Is supported by f ive psychiatrists and iieuro- 
.sychliitvlsts' then In residj^'e at the U.S.M.C.F.P. , Urs. ^^nsky, Cuschman, 
ilidrith, Moreau and Parlata, .**1 can point out that on th«- .-as is c4‘ my examination 
nd my laboratory findings including an V.HC and psychological testing that I did not 
lnd any evidence or finding suggestible o.f brain damage.*' 


To continue: 1 have never stated or "insisted" that I "had proof of the 

onspiracy in the form of tape recordings stashed away in a steamer trunk in California, 
hen Mr. Garrison's investigation was made public I informed him in writing and 
hrough a relative that a friend of mine had in his possession an item of physical 
vidcncc. which would substantiate the existence of £ conspiracy to murder- the 
resident during the Jattcr part of "September 1963. To Mr. Martin I seated verbally 
hat theitem was my property, that it consisted of a small, composite ^recording tape 
eing kept for me by a friend, which, when played, would reveal four voices, one of 
hem belonging to Mr. Oswald. I further stated to Mr. Martin that the beginning of . 
he conversation recorded on the tape -would be in the Spanish language, that it had . 
ccn recorded at Houston, Texar, between August 23 and August 27, 1963, and that the 
alance of the conversation was ir. English. It was Mr. Martin who advised me, in 
riting, that my friend had told him Chat the aforementioned "item of physical 
vidcncc" was the subject of a burglary sometime in 1964. And, I have never made che 
tr.tCBcnt attributed to me by Mr. Epstein, that "They've stolen the tapes." 

Lastly, T have never made any statement to* the effect that "the plan was to 
ave him (Oswald) shot as a cop killer in Che Texas theatre 'while resisting arrest."* 
r. this regard Mr. Fpslci:. har taken .the liberty to claim "the 'whole thing was one 
f Nageil's tales." - 

Needless to s-y, I am asking for a retraction of Mr. Epstein's allegations and 
ni.uendocs concerning Be and I request that it be set forth in the same publication 
hat printed Mr, Epstein's tall tale. . 
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Very truly yours , 





Richard C. Nagell 






